LAME JERVAS

thought of the scheme he imputed to me, would serve only to
confirm him in his idea of my dissimulation. I contented my-
self with returning to him his books and his manuscripts, and
thenceforward withdrew my attention from his lectures, to
which I had always till now been one of the most eager
auditors ; by these proceedings I hoped to quiet his suspicions.
I no longer applied myself to any studies in which he was
engaged, to show him that all competition with him was far
from my thoughts ; and I have since reflected that this fit of
jealousy of his, which I at the time looked upon as a misfortune,
because it stopped me short in pursuits which were highly
agreeable to my taste, was in fact of essential service to me.
My reading had been too general; and I had endeavoured to
master so many things, that I was not likely to make myself
thoroughly skilled in any. As a blacksmith said once to me,
when he was asked why he was not both blacksmith and
whitesmith, "The smith that will meddle with all things may
go shoe the goslings"; an old proverb, which, from its
mixture of drollery and good sense, became ever after a
favourite of mine.

< Having returned my masters books, I had only such to
read as I could purchase or borrow for myself, and I became
very careful in my choice: I also took every opportunity of
learning all I could from the conversation of sensible people,
wherever we went; and I found that one piece of knowledge
helped me to another often when I least expected it. And this
I may add, for the encouragement of others, that everything
which I learned accurately was, at some time or other of my
life, of use to me.

' After having made a progress through England, my fellow-
traveller determined to try his fortune in the metropolis, and to
give lectures there to young people during the winter season.
Accordingly, we proceeded towards London, taking Woolwich
in our way, where we exhibited before the young gentlemen of
the military academy. My master, who, since he had withdrawn
his notes from rny hands, had no one to copy them fairly,
found himself, during his lecture, in some perplexity ; and, as
he exhibited his usual odd contortions upon this occasion, the
young gentlemen could not restrain their laughter: he also
prolonged his lecture more than his audience liked, and several
yawned terribly, and made signs of an "impatient desire to see
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